A rapid, sensitive histochemical stain for myelin in frozen brain sections.
A staining technique is described whereby frozen brain sections are incubated in a vehicle containing gold chloride. After 2-4 hr in this solution, both large myelinated bundles and fine individually myelinated fibers are darkly stained. Advantages of this technique over conventional myelin stains include speed, sensitivity, metachromatic staining, and compatibility with formalin-fixed and frozen cut sections. Possible histochemical mechanisms are discussed.